releases people from the fear and
inferiority ‘inoculated’ into them
by Stalinism.”

In the capital of Kiev in Novem-
ber, the President of Ukraine,
Viktor Yushchenko, launched a
year of commemoration activities.
Writing in The Age newspaper last
week, he said the Holodomor
turned Ukraine into “a vast death
camp’’ where food was
confiscated by authorities. But
once it was over, he wrote, to
speak of the mass starvation was a
crime against the state and any
international reports were
attacked as “‘anti-Soviet”.

Calling on other governments to
recognise the Holodomor, Yush-

A man places a flower on a coffin
placed in a mass grave during a
day of remembrance in Ukraine
for up to 10 million people who

starved to death in the Great
Famine of 1932-33.

Opposite page: Survivors Maria
Janeczko, top left, and Alexandra
Krywoszyja.

Today's cover: A man sets a
candle during a memorial service
at the Holodomor victims
monument in Kiev.

Pictures: Karleen Williams and AFP

chenko said, “A world that
indulges historical amnesia or
falsification is condemned to
repeat its worst mistakes.”

However, the famine continues
to cause controversy with some
arguing it never occurred. Con-
sidered akin to Holocaust deniers
by the Ukrainian Government, the
views of the deniers, including the
Russian Government, are being
countered by photographic evi-
dence and the recollections of
those who were there.

One of whom is Alexandra Kry-
woszyja. She survived as a result of
the love and resourcefulness of her
mother who took a job in a dairy
and would secretly take milk
products separated during cheese-
making and put it beneath her
clothes, moulding it to her skin.

“She’d come home and she’d
stand and take her clothes off and
I would [scrape her skin] in my
hands, they be little, and take the
cheese from there. I remember it
like now.”

It was a diet supplemented by
soup made from grass with a little
bit of flour to thicken it up.

“Oh that’s a lovely soup! You
don’t know how nice a soup it is. I
never tasted in my life such a nice
soup.”

Her mother, whose legs were
swollen from malnutrition, saved
her daughter’s life — “She never
talked about things, she never
even complained, nothing, just
lived” — but less than 10 years later
the then teenaged Krywoszyja was
taken from Ukraine by the Nazis
and forced into slave labour in
Germany.

She never saw her mother again.

Maria Janeczko also suffered
two of humanity’s worst tyrants.
She was taken away from her
Ukrainian village by Hitler’s army
one spring Saturday morning in
1942 in a horse and cart, she says,
and transported to Germany.

Escorted by SS soldiers to and
from work in cruel conditions in a
factory each day for three years,
and contending with bombing,
bunkers and the cold, she did at
least meet Stanislav, who would
become her husband, and get one
guaranteed meal a day.

Following World War II both
women migrated to Australia, and
settled in Canberra and raised
their families.

Years later Janeczko went back
to Ukraine and visited her village
to thank the woman who had
provided her with a bath and clean
clothes, but she was long gone.
That act of kindness had left an
impact on the urchin who had
confounded Stalin to live many
more decades on the other side of
the world.

“Yes, yes, you never forget. You
know, when you get older, some-
times I forget names of people I
meet now, but the younger years,
you remember these things,” she
says.

For Krywoszyja, who is about to
be blessed with her 13th great-
grandchild, while the memories of
the Holodomor remain, the grief
has, thankfully, faded over the
years.

“That was a very hard time, but
when I talk about it now it does
not touch me. Deep, it does not
touch me. That’s all over and it’s
been about 75 years ago, so the
pain just went away.”

M Holodomor 75th anniversary
commemoration and requiem mass,
Sunday, December 16, 1pm, Ukrainian
Autocephalic Orthodox Church of St
Nicholas, 6 Mackay Gardens, Turner,
ph: 6257 1884, all welcome.
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